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Haine, Pontoon Beach Police announce murder charge in cold case 
 
Edwardsville, IL — Madison County State’s Attorney Tom Haine and Police Beach Police Chief Chris 
Modrusic announced Thursday the filing of a charge of first-degree murder in connection with the death 
of a woman who disappeared in 2013. 

Roger D. Sutton Jr., 55, formerly of Pontoon Beach, has been charged with first-degree murder for 
allegedly strangling and fatally beating Patrenia Butler-Turner, who was 40 and a resident of East St. Louis 
when she went missing. Sutton also is charged with one count of concealment of a homicidal death for 
allegedly concealing the woman’s body in a wooded area of Pontoon Beach. 

In addition, a nephew of Sutton, 32-year-old Nathan J. Beyer of Alton, has been charged with one count 
of concealment of a homicidal death, for allegedly providing assistance in concealing the woman’s body 
in the wooded area. 

“Trena Butler-Turner was a daughter, a mother,” Haine said. “She was last seen 10 years ago, when her 
family reported her missing. But today, we can now say that, due to extraordinary police work, we have 
found Trena’s body, we believe she was murdered, and we believe we have found her killer.”  

On Dec. 5, detectives with the Pontoon Beach Police Department, Madison County Sheriff’s Department 
and Madison County Coroner’s Office responded to a report of skeletal remains in a wooded area off of 
Illinois 111 in Pontoon Beach.  

Investigators, including a forensic anthropologist, determined the skeletal remains to be those of Butler-
Turner, who was reported missing by her family on Jan. 17, 2013. 

On Wednesday, investigators received the results of DNA tests that linked the remains to family members 
of Butler-Turner.  

Sutton currently is serving a sentence at Centralia Correctional Center for methamphetamine possession. 
His projected date for release on parole is Feb. 14. Upon completion of his prison sentence, he will be 
brought to the Madison County Jail to face the new charges. 
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Bail for Sutton was set at $3 million by Circuit Judge Amy Maher. Bail for Beyer was set at $500,000. 
Pontoon Beach detectives were in the process of booking Beyer into custody on Thursday. 

Haine commended the work of Pontoon Beach Police, the Madison County Sheriff’s Department, the 
Madison County Coroner’s Office, Illinois State Police crime lab and ISP crime-scene investigators, and 
Madison County prosecutors. 

“The break in this case came less than two months ago, when Pontoon Beach investigators received 
information about the possibility of skeletal remains being concealed in a wooded area,” Haine said. 
“Since then, detectives and analysts have worked hand-in-hand with prosecutors from the State’s 
Attorney’s Office to advance the investigation, ultimately resulting in the charges filed today. This team 
has worked diligently, methodically and with a sense of urgency, in light of the fact that this defendant 
was scheduled to be released from prison on parole less than two weeks from today.” 

Haine said the case illustrates the importance of the public’s help in solving crimes. 

“Whether you want to help reduce crime in our communities or simply do the right thing, cooperating 
with law enforcement is always a good decision,” Haine said. “Even with these charges today, this 
investigation is ongoing, and we are asking for the public’s continued help. If you have any information 
about this defendant – Roger Dale Sutton – that might be helpful to police, please contact Pontoon Beach 
Police.”  

The Pontoon Beach Police Department Detective Division can be reached at (618) 931-5100. 

The murder charge is punishable by 20-60 years in prison upon conviction. Concealment of a homicidal 
death is a class 3 felony, punishable by up to 5 years in prison. 

 

This charge and the statements made herein are based upon probable cause. The defendant is presumed 
innocent unless proven guilty. 

 


